
 Feedback to EU LGBTIQ equality strategy for 2026-2030 

People affected by female genital mutilation (FGM) are diverse and can be exposed to multiple, 

intersecting forms of discrimination. Equality and non-discrimination are core components without which 

FGM survivors cannot be adequately supported, and those at risk cannot be protected. Harmful gender 

norms that result in discrimination are part of the root causes of violence such as FGM or intersex genital 

mutilation (IGM)1. 

FGM and LGBTIQ can be intertwined2: 

• A central tenant of both FGM and LGBTI activism is bodily autonomy – the right to choose about 

one’s own body and to be protected from gender-based violence (GBV). 

• GBV results in significant harm both to those exposed to FGM and to LGBTI people; our work 

aims to improve protections from GBV and ensure that policies and services benefit both 

communities. 

• FGM can and has been used to control the sexual orientation, gender identity, and/or sex 

characteristics of LBTI women, as a form of so-called “conversion therapy”. 

• Some LGBTI individuals are FGM Survivors and they will face challenges based on both (or 

more) aspects of their identities. We must create a space for the people at the intersection of 

FGM and LGBTI issues. [Full infographic produced in cooperation with ILGA Europe in 

attachment.] 

The EU has a key role to play in shaping and implementing equality policies such as the LGBTIQ equality 

strategy to fulfil its obligations to prevent gender-based violence (GBV) including FGM, in line with the 

Istanbul Convention and the DIRECTIVE (EU) 2024/1385.  

We call on the EC to build on the lessons learnt from the implementation – or lack thereof – of the previous 

strategy. The EC must ensure that a Commission Task Force on Equality, comprising all Equality 

Coordinators and relevant staff, is in place and strengthened, to allow for intradepartmental collaboration 

and monitoring of implementation; the equality task force must work transparently and in close 

consultation and cooperation with key civil society organizations and networks.  

The EU and all Member States must also that professionals (particularly gynaecologists, andrologists, 

midwives, aesthetic surgeons and paediatricians) receive training on harmful social and gender 

norms, stereotypes and human rights as part of their curricula. For equality strategies to be effective 

and responsive to real needs of communities, adequate funding must be earmarked for their 

implementation and allocated to national authorities to put systemic civil society engagement 

mechanisms in place. 

 
1 IGM is performed in particular in medical setting, and the phenomenon of medicalisation is more and 
more common for FGM as well. Read our position paper on FGM and Medicalisation: 
https://www.endfgm.eu/resources/end-fgm-network/fgm-and-medicalisation-position-
paper/?page=&writer=&document=reports-and-evaluations&topic=  
2 Read the infographic  #EndFGM4All – FGM and LGBTI rights  
https://www.endfgm.eu/editor/0/Infographic_FGM_LGBTI_in_collab_with_ILGA_EU_1.pdf  
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 Additional resources:  

SAYIHO A Quiet Violence: Navigating Female Genital Cutting as an LGBTQ+ Survivor 

https://sahiyo.org/sahiyo-blog/a-quiet-violence-navigating-female-genital-cutting-as-an-lgbtq-

survivor.html  

 

About End Female Genital Mutilation European Network (End FGM EU) 

The End FGM European Network (End FGM EU) is an umbrella network of 42 organisations working in 16 European 
countries who are expert on female genital mutilation (FGM). End FGM EU operates as a meeting ground for 
communities, civil society organisations, decision-makers and other relevant actors at European level to interact, 
cooperate and join forces to end all forms of FGM in Europe and beyond. We put at the heart of our work grassroots 
voices to influence European governments and policy-makers to work towards the elimination of FGM. We build our 
members’ capacity, offer spaces to share expertise and develop partnerships. 

While dedicated to being the driving force of the European movement to end FGM, we are equally committed to build 
bridges and cooperation with all relevant actors in the field of FGM both in Europe and globally. In this sense, we actively 
promote and foster cooperation between the European movement and movements in other regions of the world. 

For any further information, please contact Xheni Dani, Policy & Advocacy Coordinator, at xdani@endfgm.eu. 

Our website https://www.endfgm.eu/ 
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