


What is #MyVoiceMatters?

Å#MyVoiceMattersis a campaign created by the End FGM European Network that focuses on the 
importance of Community Voices in the movement to end female genital mutilation. 

Å#MyVoiceMattersis made up of year-long online actions, activities and events aimed at raising awareness 
on Community Voices ςspecifically engaging affected communities and the activists working in them. 

Å#MyVoiceMattersaims to mobilise and mainstream Community Voices into all sectors and areas 
concerning FGM to emphasise the urgent need for community engagement.

Å#MyVoiceMattersgives a spotlight to critical work being carried out by affected communities, including 
the work of the Network members and its partners, to end FGM in Europe and beyond.

Å#MyVoiceMattersaims at calling on all relevant actors, including civil society organisations, institutions 
and individuals, to systematically engage with communities to end FGM.

Why do we talk about Community Voices?

Communitiesaffected by FGMare not a homogeneousgroup, and it is important to understandtheir complexities. One
community is different than another in terms of country of origin, ethnic group, religion, culture, etc. Beyondthis, evena
singlecommunity is made up internally by a great variety of individuals, in terms of gender,age,socialstatus, religious
status,etc. Throughthis campaign,we want to givea platform to all the CommunityVoicesout there!



Launch Day: 
February 6th

International 
Day of Zero 

Tolerance for 
FGM 

February6th, InternationalDayof Zero
Tolerancefor FGM is our CAMPAIGN
LAUNCHDAY!

JOINUSin launchingour campaignby
getting inspiration from the ΨDŜǘ
LƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΩsectionand help us get the
word out!

*NOTE: #MyVoiceMatters will run
until December 2019 & additional
material will be added to the toolkit
throughout the year.



Who are we?
The End FGMEuropeanNetwork (End FGMEU), is an umbrella
network of 22 national organisations working in 12 European
countrieswho are expert on femalegenital mutilation (FGM). End
FGM EU operates as a meeting ground for communities, civil
society organisations,decision-makersand other relevant actors
at Europeanlevel to interact, cooperateand join forcesto end all
forms of FGMin Europeand beyond. We put at the heart of our
work grassrootsvoices to influence Europeangovernmentsand
policy-makersto work towards the elimination of FGM. We build
our ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩcapacity, offer spaces to share expertise and
developpartnerships.

While beingdedicatedto being the driving force of the European
movement to end FGM, we are equally committed to build
bridges and cooperation with all relevant actors in the field of
FGM both in Europe and globally. In this sense, we actively
promote and foster cooperation between the European
movementandmovementsin other regionsof the world.



Our Members
Our members are national grassroot organisations and NGOs working to end FGM in Europe and beyond through projects around FGM

prevention, protection of affected women and girls and service provision for survivors.  Check our members profiles here.

http://www.endfgm.eu/members/


Why do a campaign on this?
Globallythe EndFGMmovementcontinuesto grow and gather momentum. At the heart of this
movementare communityactivists. It is important to recognisetheir work andensureengagement
and representationfrom FGM-affected communities. Thisis integral to both the mobilisingof the
movementandendingFGMfor good.

With this campaign,the End FGM EuropeanNetwork is calling on all actors to provide more
#SeatsAtTheTablein all fields focusingon endingFGMςwhether policy& decisionmaking,projects
or serviceprovision- survivorsand affectedcommunitiesmust lead on activitiesconcerningthem
and their specificand self-defined needs. No action impactingon communitiesmust be defined,
carriedout and evaluatedwithout them beingfully engaged. CommunityVoicesmust play a more
centralrole in all actionsanddecisionsmovingforward if we areto seeanendto FGM.

So,#MyVoiceMattersis born! Thiscampaignseeksto both createawarenesson the issueof limited
representation from affected communities,as well as to engageactivists and organisationsin
sharingtheir work with communitiesand the efforts that have/canand should be madeto further
engageaffectedcommunitiesto endFGM.

In communities around Europe and globally women and men are speaking out against this 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΧΧ



Objectives 

ÅTo raise awareness of the critical 
importance of Community Voices in 
ending FGM

ÅTo highlight the work of community 
activist and organisations 

ÅTo highlight that Communities need to 
lead on activities concerning them and 
their specific and self-defined needs

ÅTo call on all actors and stakeholders to 
engage communities in actions 
concerning them

ÅTo encourage funding to be more 
sustainable, flexible & accessible to 
better reach out to communities & 
grassroots organisations


